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Activity Booklet: The Ulster Plantation, 1609

The Nine Years’ War

1. The table below gives facts about the Nine Years’ War. Number the
facts 1-to-5 in chronological order, beginning with the earliest.

Hugh O’Neill and his Spanish allies were defeated by an
English force at the Battle of Kinsale.

Following the Flight of the Earls, King James | declared that
the Ulster chiefs were traitors and confiscated their lands.

The Ulster chiefs left Ireland in an event that became known
as the Flight of the Earls.

The Ulster chiefs and the English signed the Treaty of
Mellifont, bringing the Nine Years’ War to an end.

King James | ordered a plantation of the confiscated land.

Planning

2. Circle the correct option in the case of each of the following
statements.

(i) Five / six counties were chosen for plantation.

(i)  The largest sized estate that could be granted to a settler was 2,000 /
5,000 acres.

(iii)  Church land was to be given to Queens University Belfast / Trinity
College Dublin.

(iv) County Donegal / Coleraine was granted to 12 London companies.

(v) Londonderry was developed as a town due to its proximity to the
River Foyle / River Lagan.

(vi)  Undertakers / servitors were granted land due to their participation
in the Nine Years’ War.
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The plantation in action

3. Fillin the names of the people hinted in the table.

English king who ordered the plantation of Ulster

English and Scottish settlers who promised to
spread the English way of life

English soldiers and officials who participated in
the Nine Years’ War

Gaelic Irish who did not rebel against the English
Crown during the Nine Years’ War

4. Write fact or falsehood for each of the following statements.

not rebelled against the rule of Elizabeth | in
the Nine Years’ War.

Statement Fact or
Falsehood
1 Undertakers paid an annual rent of £8 per year
per 1,000 acres.
2 Undertakers were not allowed to have Gaelic
Irish tenants.
3 A bawn was a stone wall fortification.
4 Servitors were allowed to have Gaelic Irish
tenants.
5 The Loyal Irish that were granted estates had
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Results

5. Write an account of the results of the Ulster Plantation. In your
answer, include the terms given in the box.

Terms:

land ownership, English language, common law, spread of
Protestantism, crop farming, new towns, legacy of bitterness, 1641
Rebellion

Account:

The Ulster Plantation was largely a success from the English point

of view.
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Growth of towns

6. Column 1 is a list of history terms. Column 2 is a list of possible
explanations for these terms.

Column 1: Terms

Column 2: Explanations

1. Commissioners

A. Type of town that was allowed to have a town
council, a mayor and a town hall.

2. Superintendents

B. Plantation town in County Londonderry that
had defensive walls.

3. The Diamond

C. It was their job to choose the sites for new
towns.

4. Corporate town

D. It was their job to organise the development
of plantation towns.

5. Coleraine

E. Central area of a plantation town. It was used
as a marketplace.

Match the two lists by placing the letter of the correct explanation
under the relevant number below.

Impact on identity

7. Mention five ways the newcomers spread the English way of life in

Ulster.
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Revision

8. Connect the terms in the word cloud to the Ulster Plantation, 1609.
Discuss with a classmate.

The Ulster Plantation, 1609




