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THE HISTORY OF IRELAND
THIS MONTH IN HISTORY

JANUARY

FEBRUARY

MARCH

1 January, 1973: Ireland
joins the EEC

21 January, 1919: The First
Dail meets in Dublin. The
first shots of the Irish War of
Independence are fired in
Soloheadbeg, Co. Tipperary
30 January, 1972: Bloody
Sunday happens in Derry.
13 unarmed protestors are
killed by British soldiers

6 February, 1918: The
Representation of the
People Act is passed, giving
women over 30, with
property, the right to vote in
parliamentary elections

21 February, 1910: Edward
Carson agrees to become
leader of the Irish Unionist
Parliamentary Party

24 March, 1829: The UK
Parliament passes the
Catholic Relief Act, allowing
Catholics to serve in
parliament. It was the
culmination of a campaign
led by Daniel O’Connell
30 March, 1603: Hugh
O’Neill signs the Treaty of
Mellifont, ending the Nine
Years’ War

APRIL

MAY

JUNE

10 April, 1998: The Good
Friday Agreement is signed
in Belfast, bringing an end
to the Troubles, a 30 year
violent conflict in Northern
Ireland

24 April, 1916: The Easter
Rising begins in Dublin. The
rebel leaders proclaim an
Irish republic

JULY

1 July, 1916: The Battle of
the Somme begins with
Allied troops launching an
offensive against German
lines. The 36th Ulster
Division suffers 5,000
casualties

31 July 1973: The marriage
bar, prohibiting married
women from working in the
civil service, is removed

3 May, 1921: The
Government of Ireland Act
(1920) takes effect,
partitioning Ireland into
Northern Ireland and
Southern Ireland

24 May, 1798: The 1798
Rebellion begins. Rebel
forces aim to end British
rule and establish an Irish
republic

22 August, 1922: Pro-
Treaty leader Michael
Collins is killed in an
ambush attack at Béal na
Blath, Co. Cork during the
Irish Civil War

20 August, 1845: Potato
blight is recorded in Ireland
for the first time at the
Botanic Gardens in
Glasnevin, Dublin

18 June, 1992: Irish voters
approve the Maastricht
Treaty in a referendum.
When it comes into force,
the European Union will
officially be established

28 June, 1922: The Irish
Civil War begins when the
National Army attacks anti-
Treaty forces at the Four
Courts in Dublin

3 September, 1939: The
Emergency Powers Act is
passed by Dail Eireann,
giving the government
special powers to ensure
Ireland remains neutral in
World War I

20 September, 1914: John
Redmond calls on Irish
Volunteers to fight in the
British army in World War |

OCTOBER

NOVEMBER

DECEMBER

17 October, 1171: King
Henry Il of England lands in
Waterford with 400 ships
and a large army

25 October, 1920: Terence
MacSwiney, Sinn Féin Lord
Mayor of Cork, dies in
Brixton Prison, England
after 74 days on hunger
strike

1 November, 1884: The
GAA is founded at a
meeting in Thurles, Co.
Tipperary

7 November, 1997: Mary
Robinson is elected
President of Ireland

21 November, 1920: British
forces enter Croke Park and
kill 14 civilians. The event is
called Bloody Sunday

6 December, 1921: The
Anglo-Irish Treaty is signed
in London. The Irish
delegation was led by Arthur
Griffith

31 December, 1961: Teilifis
Eireann is launched. The
first person to speak on
Ireland’s new television
service is President Eamon
de Valera




