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Question 3 
Answer the questions below which deal with exploration and colonisation in the 1400-1500s.  

(a) Use terms from the given list to fill the gaps below. 
 

astrolabe 

caravel 

cartography 

circumnavigation 

compass 

hull 

lead and line 

log and line 

portolan 

sails 

scurvy 

water 

      Portuguese and Spanish explorers 

used a ship called a _______________.   

It had a strong __________________ 

and used square and triangular 

__________________ to catch the 

wind.  

     Sailors used a __________________ to find true north, and an 

__________________ to calculate a ship’s position north or south of the 

equator.  They used a __________________ to measure a ship’s speed 

and a __________________ to measure the depth of _______________.  

Many sailors died of __________________, a disease caused by lack of 

vitamin C.  

     __________________ is the art of map-making.  Some early maps 

were called __________________ charts.   Sailing all the way around the 

world, __________________, was first achieved by Magellan’s voyage, 

1519-1522.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(b) Give two reasons why Europeans began to colonise other parts of the world in the 1500s.  
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Source 1:  Statue of Christopher Columbus. 

 

  

 
1492: Christopher Columbus’s first 
voyage to America. 

 
1893: a statue of Christopher 
Columbus was erected in Providence, 
Rhode Island, USA.  
 

2019: the statue had red paint thrown 
on it and a sign was placed in front of it 
saying, “Stop celebrating genocide”. 
 

2020: the city mayor ordered the 
statue to be removed. 
 

 

 
(c) How does this statue illustrate two different perspectives (points of view) on how Columbus 

is remembered? 
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(d) What is meant by the term ‘genocide’? 

 

(e) In your opinion, is it fair to link Columbus to genocide?  Tick (√) one of the following. 

  Yes    

     No    

 Explain your opinion using your knowledge of American history after 1492. 

 
 

 

  


